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Preface

1. Document Conventions

This manual uses several conventions to highlight certain words and phrases and draw attention to
specific pieces of information.

1.1. Typographic Conventions

Four typographic conventions are used to call attention to specific words and phrases. These
conventions, and the circumstances they apply to, are as follows.

Mono -spaced Bold

Used to highlight system input, including shell commands, file names and paths. Also used to
highlight keys and key combinations. For example:

To see the contents of the file my_next_bestselling_novel in your current
working directory, enter the cat my_next_bestselling_novel command atthe
shell prompt and press Enter to execute the command.

The aboveincludes a file name, a shell command and a key, all presented in mono-spaced bold and
all distinguishable thanks to context.

Key combinations can be distinguished from an individual key by the plus sign that connects each
part of a key combination. For example:

Press Enter to execute the command.
Press Ctrl+Al t+F2 to switch to a virtual terminal.

The first example highlights a particular key to press. The second example highlights a key
combination: a set of three keys pressed simultaneously.

If source code is discussed, class names, methods, functions, variable names and returned values
mentioned within a paragraph will be presented as above, in mono -spaced bold. For example:

File-related classes include filesystem for file systems, file for files, and dir for
directories. Each class has its own associated set of permissions.

Proportional Bold

This denotes words or phrases encountered on a system, including application names; dialog-box
text; labeled buttons; check-box and radio-button labels; menu titles and submenu titles. For
example:

Choose System - Preferences - Mouse fromthe main menu bar to launch
Mouse Preferences. In the Buttons tab, selectthe Left-handed mouse check
box and click Close to switch the primary mouse button from the left to the right
(making the mouse suitable for use in the left hand).

To insert a special character into a gedit file, choose Applications -
Accessories - Character Map from the main menu bar. Next, choose Search -
Find...fromthe Character Map menu bar, type the name of the character in the
Search field and click Next. The character you sought will be highlighted in the



Preface

Character Table. Double-click this highlighted character to placeitin the Text
to copy field and then click the Copy button. Now switch back to your document
and choose Edit - Paste fromthe gedit menu bar.

The above text includes application names; system-wide menu names and items; application-specific
menu names; and buttons and text found within a GUI interface, all presented in proportional bold
and all distinguishable by context.

Mono-spaced Bold Italic or Proportional Bold Italic

Whether mono-spaced bold or proportional bold, the addition of italics indicates replaceable or
variable text. ltalics denotes text you do notinput literally or displayed text that changes depending
on circumstance. For example:

To connectto a remote machine using ssh, type ssh username@domain. name ata
shell prompt. If the remote machine is example. com and your username on that
machineis john, type ssh john@example.com.

Themount -o remount file-system command remounts the named file system.
For example, to remount the /home file system, the command is mount -o remount
/home.

To see the version of a currently installed package, usethe rpm -q package
command. It will return a result as follows: package-version-release.

Note the words in bold italics above: username, domain.name, file-system, package, version and
release. Each word is a placeholder, either for text you enter when issuing a command or for text
displayed by the system.

Aside from standard usage for presenting the title of a work, italics denotes the first use of a new and
important term. For example:

Publican is a DocBook publishing system.

1.2. Pull-quote Conventions
Terminal output and source code listings are set off visually from the surrounding text.

Output sentto a terminal is setin mono -spaced roman and presented thus:

books Desktop documentation drafts mss photos stuff svn
books_tests Desktopl downloads images notes scripts svgs

Source-code listings are also setin mono -spaced roman butadd syntax highlighting as follows:

package org.jboss.book.jca.ex1;
import javax.naming.InitialContext;

public class ExClient

{

public static void main(String args[])
throws Exception

{
InitialContext iniCtx = new InitialContext();
Object ref = iniCtx.lookup("EchoBean");
EchoHome home = (EchoHome) ref;
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Echo echo = home.create();
System.out.println("Created Echo");

System.out.println("Echo.echo('Hello') = " + echo.echo("Hello"));

1.3. Notes and Warnings

Finally, we use three visual styles to draw attention to information that might otherwise be overlooked.

Notes are tips, shortcuts or alternative approaches to the task at hand. Ignoring a note should
have no negative consequences, but you might miss out on a trick that makes your life easier.

Important boxes detail things that are easily missed: configuration changes that only apply to
the current session, or services that need restarting before an update will apply. Ignoring a
box labeled “Important” will not cause data loss but may cause irritation and frustration.

Warnings should notbeignored. Ignoring warnings will most likely cause data loss.

2. We Need Feedback!

If you find a typographical error in this manual, or if you have thought of a way to make this manual
better, we would love to hear from you! Please submit a reportin Bugzilla:
https://bugzilla.redhat.com/enter_bug.cgi?product=Publican&component=Publican20Users20Guide.

If you have a suggestion for improving the documentation, try to be as specific as possible when
describing it. If you have found an error, please include the section number and some of the
surrounding text so we can find it easily.

Introduction

Publican is a tool for publishing material authored in DocBook XML. This guide explains how to
create and build books and articles using Publican. Itis not a general DocBook XML tutorial; refer
to DocBook: The Definitive Guide by Norman Walsh and Leonard Muellner, available at
http://www.docbook.org/tdg/en/html/docbook.html for more general help with DocBook XML.

Publican began life as an internal tool used by Red Hat's Documentation Group (now known as
Engineering Content Services). On occasion, this legacy is visible.


https://bugzilla.redhat.com/enter_bug.cgi?product=Publican&component=Publican20Users20Guide
http://www.docbook.org/tdg/en/html/docbook.html

Introduction

Design

Publican is a publication system, not justa DocBook processing tool. As well as ensuring your
DocBook XML is valid, Publican works to ensure your XML is up to publishable standard.

The branding functionality allows you to create your own presentation rules and look, overriding
many parts of the default style to meet your publishing needs. Choices executed in code, however,
are not changeable.

Entities, for example, can be validly defined in any XML file. However, to ensure the DTD declaration
is present, valid and standardized, Publican rewrites the declaration in every XML file before it
builds a book or article. Consequently, all entities declared in all XML files are lost. Publican,

As publishing workflows grow, unrestrained entity definition leads to entity duplication and other
practices that cause maintenance difficulties. Consolidating entity definitions in a single, predictable
place alleviates these maintenance issues and helps the automation of the build process stay robust.

Entities also present an essentially insurmountable obstacle to quality translation (refer to

Doc_Name . ent file's functionality, we are no longer considering requests to add functionality or
features associated with entity use.
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Chapter 1. Installing Publican

1.1. Linux operating systems

Important — Availability in repositories

The procedures documented in this section assume that Publican and its various
dependencies are available in repositories to which your system has access.

1.1.1. Fedora

1. Open a terminal.
2. Change to therootuser: su -

3. Run the following command to install the publican package and the publican-doc
documentation package:

<$ yum install publican publican-doc )

Several brand packages are available for use with Publican. Run the following command as the
root user to install packages for building branded books:

<$ yum install publican-brand )

Publican is not part of the Red Hat Enterprise Linux distribution. Therefore, Red Hat does not
offer support for Publican.

Important — Dependencies available only internally to Red Hat

Installing Publican on Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5 requires a number of dependencies that
are presently available only in yum repositories that are internal to Red Hat.

1. Open a terminal.
2. Changeto therootuser: su -

3. Run the following command to install the publican package and the publican-doc
documentation package:
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$ yum install publican publican-doc

Several brand packages are available for use with Publican. Run the following command as the
root user to install packages for building branded books:

$ yum install publican-brand

1.1.3. Ubuntu

Important — New in 10.4 "Lucid Lynx"

Publican is newin Ubuntu 10.4 "Lucid Lynx".

1. Open a terminal.

2. Run the following command to install the publican package:

$ sudo apt-get install publican

1.1.4. Debian

ing — Complete this procedure

Complete every step of this procedure. If you do not undo the changes that you make to the
/etc/apt/sources. list file as described, your system might become unstable.

Publican is not available in the current stable version of Debian (version 5.0, "Lenny"), butis
available in the current testing version ("Squeeze"). To install Publican on a computer that runs
Debian, temporarily enable access to the squeeze repository. When you enable access to this
repository, you allow your computer to install newer software and newer versions of existing software
than whatis available in the current stable version of Debian. However, not all of the software
available in the testing repository has completed quality assurance testing yet. If you do not disable
access to this repository after you install Publican, the next time that your system updates, it will
replace software packages on your system with newer but possibly untested versions of those
packages thatit downloads from the testing repository.

1. Open a terminal.

2. Open your /etc/apt/sources. listfilein a text editor. For example, to edit the file in
gedit run:

$ sudo gedit /etc/apt/sources.list

3. Add the following line to the end of the file:
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deb http://ftp.debian.org/debian/ squeeze main

4. Save the file and close the text editor.

5. Run the following command to update the list of packages available to your computer:
$ sudo apt-get update

6. Run the following command to install the publican package:
$ sudo apt-get install publican

7. Open your /etc/apt/sources. listfile again, and delete the extra line that you added in
this procedure.

Note that until the release of "Squeeze" as the stable version of Debian, you must manually enable
and disable access to the testing repository as described in this procedure whenever a new version
of Publican becomes available in the testing repository. You can find up-to-date information about

version number of Publican available in the repository (2.1 at the time of writing).

When "Squeeze" becomes the stable version of Debian, you will not need to enable or disable
access to extra repositories to install Publican on systems that run that version of the operating
system.

1.1.5. OpenSuse 12

Publican has notbeen usable on OpenSuse up until release 12.1. Certain dependencies were
missing and could notbe found in any known OpenSuse repository. This is not the case with
OpenSuse 12.1 as all dependencies can now be found and installed.

The following instructions describe installing Publican from source because, as yet, there is no
Publican RPM for OpenSuse 12.1. The version of Publican is 2.9 taken directly from the source
repository - previous versions have not been tested but may work.

At the time of writing, Publican 2.8 was the release version and work on 2.9 was still ongoing. For
this reason the following instructions are subject to change.

The OpenSuse install was a default one with the following software categories added at install time:
Technical Writing - for the Docbook tools etc.
Perl Development
Web and LAMP Server

The system used had KDE installed which shouldn't make a difference. The following KDE specific
categories were also installed:

KDE Development
Desktop Effects

Finally, the entire Games category was removed.


http://packages.debian.org/squeeze/publican
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After OpenSuse had completed installing, and all current updates had been applied, the following
steps were followed to install Publican.
1. Open a terminal session.

2. Install the dependencies that are available from various online repositories - many of these
are not presentin the installation DVD repository.

$ sudo zypper install perl-Config-Simple perl-DateTime \ perl-
DateTime-Format-DateParse perl-DBD-SQLite perl-DBI \ perl-File-
Find-Rule perl-File-Which perl-HTML-Format \ perl-Locale-
MakeText-Gettext perl-Template-Toolkit \ perl-Test-Deep perl-Test-
Pod perl-XML-LibXSLT \ perl-YAML liberation-fonts

Liberation-fonts is most likely already installed, butitis required. Zypper will not
reinstall itifitis already present.

3. Use cpan to install the remaining dependencies which cannotbe installed by zypper:

$ sudo sh cpan File: :pushd File::Copy::Recursive Locale::P0O pp
\ Syntax: :Highlight: :Engine: : Kate XML: : TreeBuilder exit

4. Download the source code:

$ cd ~ mkdir -p SourceCode/publican cd SourceCode/publican svn
checkout
http: //svn. fedorahosted.org/svn/publican/branches/publican-2x ./

5. Build the Publican build script:
$ perl Build.PL
If all the dependencies are installed, you should see the following:

WARNING: the following files are missing in your kit:
META. yml
Please inform the author.

Created MYMETA.yml and MYMETA. json
Creating new 'Build' script for 'Publican' version '2.9'

If not, then use cpan (as root) to install the missing modules and run the build again.
Replace any forward slashes '/' by a double colon '::' and make sure you use exactly the
same letter case, for example: If Fi1le/pushd . pmis reported as missing, you would use this
to install it:

$ sudo sh cpan File: :pushd exit

Assuming all went well, the Build . PL script will have created a new scriptnamed Build
which we will use to create, test and install Publican 2.9.
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$ ./Build

There will be lots of text scrolling up the screen for a few minutes, you should eventually see
the following:

DEBUG: Publican::Builder: end of build

. Test the build:

$ ./Build test
Again, lots of scrolling text at the end of which you may see the following:

Test Summary Report
t/910.publican.Users_Guide.t (Wstat: 256 Tests: 5 Failed: 1)
Failed test: 5
Non-zero exit status: 1
t/pod-coverage.t (Wstat: 256 Tests: 9 Failed: 1)
Failed test: 7
Non-zero exit status: 1
Files=10, Tests=68, 420 wallclock secs ( 0.31 usr 0.17 sys +
246 .87 cusr 18.73 csys = 266.08 CPU)
Result: FAIL
Failed 2/10 test programs. 2/68 subtests failed.

Don'tworry. This is because of a missing wkhtmltopdf utility which is undergoing tests to
be added to Publican in the future to replace Apache FOP as the pdf generation tool of
choice. If Publican finds wkhtmltopdf it will use it, otherwise it uses FOP.

Unfortunately, at the time of writing, because OpenSuse names one of the dependencies of
wkhtmltopdf differently (ghostscript-fonts-std as opposed to ghostscript-fonts)
wkhtmiltopdf will notrun even if force installed with no dependency checks.

. Install wkhtmltopdf.

This step is optional. At the time of writing wkhtmltopdf did not work on OpenSuse 12.1
However, as the problems which prevent it working correctly from Publican may have been
resolved, the following instructions give details on installing wkhtmitopdf.

If you intend to create indices in your generated pdf documents, you are advised to
use Apache FOP rather than wkhtmltopdf. With FOP you get actual page numbers
which is better in a printed document.

$ JFEARN=http://jfearn. fedorapeople.org/wkhtmltopdf/f15
MYSYSTEM=i1686 ## For 64bit system use MYSYSTEM=x86_64 instead.
wget $IJFEARN/SMYSYSTEM/wkhtmltopdf-qt-4.7.1-
1.9it20110804.fc15.i686.rpm wget $IFEARN/SMYSYSTEM/wkhtml topdf-
0.10.0_rc2-1.fc15.1686. rpm
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If you use a 64 bit system, make sure to set MYSYSTEM appropriately.

Once downloaded, install both rpms as follows:

$ sudo sh rpm -ivh wkhtmltopdf-qt* rpm -ivh --nodeps wkhtmltopdf-
0* exit

You have to use the option to ignore dependencies on the latter rpm due to the
ghostscript-fonts problem described above.

8. Install Publican.

The final stage is to install Publican, even though the testing stage had a couple of sub-tests
which failed.

$ sudo sh ./Build test exit

The following steps are optional butit's a good idea to test that everything is working before
you spend time on your own documents.

9. Testtheinstalled Publican build:

$ publican create --type=book --product=testing --version=1.2.3 -
-name=TestPublican

Processing file en-US/Author_Group.xml -> en-US/Author_Group.xml

Processing file en-US/Book_Info.xml -> en-US/Book_Info.xml

Processing file en-US/Chapter.xml -> en-US/Chapter.xml

Processing file en-US/Preface.xml -> en-US/Preface.xml

Processing file en-US/Revision_History.xml -> en-
US/Revision_History.xml

Processing file en-US/TestPublican.xml -> en-US/TestPublican.xml

$ cd TestPublican/ publican build --lang=all --
formats=html, html-single, html-desktop, txt, pdf, epub

At the time of writing, creating epubs with Publican 2.9 on OpenSuse gave the
following error:

runtime error: file /usr/share/publican/xsl/epub.xsl element
choose

Variable 'epub.embedded.fonts' has not been declared.

at /usr/lib/perl5/site_perl/5.14.2/Publican/Builder.pm line
915

No epub file was created. The individual working files were however, and can be built
into an epub book using Sigil, if desired.

11
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Using the Dolphin file manager, you can browse to
SourceCode/TestPublican/tmp/en-US/ and view the various output formats that you
find there.

1.2. Windows operating systems

1.

2.

3.

4.

Download the Publican installer from https://fedorahosted.org/releases/p/u/publican/.

Browse to the folder to which you downloaded Publican-Installer-version. exe.
Double-click the Publican-Installer-version. exe file.

The installer presents you with a series of license agreements. All of the files that constitute a
Publican installation are available under a free license. However, because different licenses
are more suitable for certain parts of Publican than others, the Publican files are not all
available under the same free license. Each license grants you a different set of rights and
responsibilities when you copy or modify the files in your Publican installation. We chose
this combination of licenses to allow you to use Publican as freely as possible and to allow
you to choose whatever license you prefer for the documents that you publish with Publican.

Read the terms of the various license agreements. If you agree to their terms, click I Agree
on each of them, otherwise, click Cancel.

. Theinstaller offers to install several components: Publican itself (labeled Main in the

installer window), a number of brands (including RedHat, JBoss, and fedora), and two
DocBook components (the DocBook Data Type Definition (DTD) and DocBook Extensible
Stylesheet Language (XSL) stylesheets). The three brands are grouped under the collapsible
heading Brands and the DocBook components are grouped under the collapsible heading
DocBook in the installer window. Refer to Chapter 5, Branding for an explanation of brands in
other presentation formats (such as HTML and PDF). If you do notinstall these components,
Publican mustdownload this data from the Internet every time it processes a document,
which creates lengthy delays.

All components are selected by default. Click the checkboxes to deselect any components
that you do not require and click Next to continue.

. By default, the installer software creates a folder named Publican within the

%ProgramFilesY% folder of your computer — typically C: \Program Files\Publican.
You can manually edit the path displayed in the Destination Folder boxto selecta
different folder.

When you are satisfied with the destination folder, click Install.

The installer displays a progress bar as itinstalls Publican. To see more detailed
information about the progress of the installation, click Show details.

. When the process finishes, the installer notifies you with the message Completed.

Click Close to close the installer.

1.3. OSX Lion

Test

12

1. Install Xcode from Mac App store.
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Xcode is about 4GB. Be prepared to wait. It has things you need, though.

. Install Macports from http://guide.macports.org/chunked/installing.macports.html.

Everything you install with itgoes into /fopt/local, away from your normal OS files.

. Open a terminal.

Install dependencies for publican, which are available as ports:

$sudo port install docbook-xml docbook-xsl docbook-sgml-4.2
perl5 bash-completion p5-file-pushd p5-config-simple p5-file-
find-rule p5-file-slurp p5-class-trigger p5-time-hires p5-list-
moreutils p5-ipc-run3 p5-class-accessor p5-test-perl-critic p5-
xml-1libxslt p5-locale-gettext p5-image-size p5-file-copy-
recursive p5-datetime p5-archive-zip p5-timedate p5-html-format
p5-dbd-sqlite p5-xml-simple p5-devel-cover p5-test-pod p5-test-
pod-coverage p5-template-toolkit

. Install CPAN modules for dependencies which can't be satisfied with ports. Note: this step will

generate lots of messages, including warnings. Don't worry about them.

$ sudo cpanLocale: : Maketext: : Gettext Locale: :PO

DateTime: : Format: : DateParse Syntax: :Highlight: :Engine: : Kate
XML: : TreeBuilder File: :Inplace String::Similarity

HTML: : FormatText: :WithLinks: : AndTables

. Install FOP if you want PDFs to work:

$ sudo port install fop

$ echo "FOP_OPTS='-Xms50m -Xmx700m'" > ~/.foprc

Check out Publican Main branch. This command should be run from your user home
directory, for instance /Users/yourusername

$ git clone git://git.fedorahosted.org/publican.git

. Change directories:

$ cd publican/publican

. This directory should contain a file named Build. pl. Verify that you are in the correct

directory, then run the following command. Ignore all the messages you get.

$ perl ./Build.PL

$ ./Build

Run the following command to install Publican and put all of its bits into /opt/local:

13
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$ sudo ./Build install

Procedure 1.1. Create and build a book

1. $ publican create --name=testbook

2. $ cd testbook

3. $ publican build --formats=html --langs=en-US
4. Open the tmp/en-US/html/index. html file in a browser to prove that it built correctly.

Procedure 1.2. Install a brand

1. Fix the permissions of the Commons Brand. You have to do this only once. This is a bug that
will be addressed eventually.

$ find /opt/local/share/publican -type f |xargs sudo chmod 644

2. Either check outthe SVN for your brand, or get a pre-built brand from a friend.

a. The SVN location for the brands supplied by Red Hatis
http://svn.fedorahosted.org/svn/publican

b. If you use a pre-built brand, extract it as necessary.

3. Ifyou gotthe brand from SVN, build it.

$ cd publican/publican-jboss

$ publican build --formats=xml --langs=all --publish
4. Install the brand.

$ sudo publican install_brand --
path=/opt/local/share/publican/Common_Content

You can now use the brand in your books by editing your book's publican. cfg file or
specifying the - -brand option when creating your book.

14
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Chapter 2. Publican defaults

Users can set their own default values for Publican in ~/. publican. cfg. Currently, Publican
supports the following values:

firstname
surname
email
formats
lang

langs

This file is completely differentto publican. cfg thatis used to build a book. It does not
accept the same parameters.

2.1. Publican default examples

Users can set formats, lang, and langs to their standard build parameters.

Example 2.1. Setting formats and lang

$ echo 'formats: "html,html-single,pdf, txt"' >> ~/.publican.cfg
$ echo 'langs: "en-US"' >> ~/.publican.cfg

$ publican build

Setting up en-US

[...1]

Finished txt

Publican 3.0 allows you to add a revision history entry from the command line. You can set your
user details in ~/. publican. cfg.

Example 2.2. Setting user details

echo 'firstname: "Dude"' >> ~/.publican.cfg

echo 'surname: "McPants"' >> ~/.publican.cfg

echo 'email: "dude.mcpants@awesome.com"' >> ~/.publican.cfg
publican add_revision --member "Updated examples in chapter 2." \
--member "Removed obsolete example in sect 4.1"

LR A

15
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Chapter 3. Publican commands

Publican is a command-line tool. To use Publican on a computer with a Linux operating system,
you must either start a terminal emulator program (such as GNOME Terminal or Konsole) or
switch to a virtual console. To use Publican on a computer with a Windows operating system, run
the $ cmd command from the Start menu to open a command prompt.

Publican commands take one of the following formats:
$ publican command_option

The command_option is any of several options for the $ publican command itself.
$ publican action action_options

The action is an action for Publican to perform, such as creating the XML files for a new
document or building a HTML document from a document's XML files. The action_options
apply to the action, such as specifying the language of a document.

$ publican command _option action action_options

Some command_options affect the output of actions, for example, whether Publican should
use ANSI colors in its output.

3.1. Command options

The options forthe $ publican command are:
--help

This option displays a help message, a condensed version of the contents of this chapter.
- -man

This option displays the man page for Publican, which includes the same information as
the - -help option supplies, in addition to information about licensing and dependencies.

--help_actions

This option displays a list of valid Publican actions.

This option displays the version number of your Publican installation.
--config file

This option allows you to specify a config file for a document, in place of the default
publican. cfg.

--nocolours
This option disables ANSI colors in Publican logging.
--quiet

This option disables all logging.

3.2. Actions

16
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Publican can perform the following actions:
add_revision
adds an entry in Revision_History.xml.
build

transforms XML to other formats (for example: PDF, single-page HTML, or multiple-page
HTML). Refer to Section 4.7, “Building a document” for more details and a description of the

available options.
clean

removes all files and folders in the tmp/ subdirectory. The tmp/ subdirectory is created
after running the $ publican build command to build a document, such as publican
build --formats=html --langs=en-US.

clean ids

changes all IDs to a standard format. This format is Book_Name-title. For example, a section
with a title of First Sectionin a book named Test_Book will have the following ID after
yourun $ publican clean_ids:<section id="Test_Book-First_Section">

To make translation easier, $ publican clean_ids uses the first four characters
of the tag as a prefix for the ID. Consequently, you must check out the latest versions
of the XML source and translations before running this command.

If you do not have the current versions of the PO files checked out before running $
publican clean_ids, the XML and PO files will no longer be in synchrony with
each other. In this case, all links in the PO files must be manually updated.

Important — ID conflicts can occur

The $ publican clean_ids command is intended to facilitate building a
DocBook structure around documents ported from other formats such as HTML.
However, publican clean_ids is file-based and and only has access to
information in the XML file thatitis currently processing and to the document name.
Therefore, nodes of the same type that have the same title receive the same IDs.
These duplicate IDs will prevent the document from building.

Usethe $ publican clean_ids command to assistyou in laying outyour
document, but expect that some manual adjustmentto IDs might be necessary. We
recommend that you do notrun publican clean_ids on an already well
established document.

clean_set
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create

creates a new book, article, or set. Refer to Chapter 4, Creating a document for details of

create brand

creates a new brand. Refer to Section 5.2, “Creating a brand” for details of creating a
brand.

create_site

creates a documentation website. Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website with Publican for
details.

help_config

displays help text for the configuration file contained in each book or brand,
publican. cfg. Referto Section 4.1.1, “The publican.cfg file” for more detail.

install book

installs a document on a documentation website. Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website with
Publican for details.

install brand

configures a brand for installation. Refer to Section 5.1, "Installing a brand” for details of
installing a brand.

lang_stats --lang=Janguage code

generates a translation report for the language specified by language code. For every PO
file generated by Publican, a table displays the number of untranslated strings in all
msgids;the number of fuzzy strings (counts the strings contained in msgids whose
content changed since the last POT generation) and the number of translated strings,
coinciding after translation, with the the number of strings contained in the msgid.

migrate_site
migrates a website database from Publican 2.x to Publican 3.
package

packages a book, article, set, or brand for shipping as an RPM package. Refer to
Section 4.8, “Packaging a document” and Section 5.4, “Packaging a brand” for more

detail.
print_banned

prints a list of DocBook tags banned by Publican. Refer to Appendix A, Disallowed elements
and attributes for a discussion of banned tags.

print_known

prints a list of DocBook tags supported by Publican. Supported are those tags whose
output has undergone at least cursory verification for quality when used in Publican —
refer to Appendix A, Disallowed elements and attributes.

print_tree
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prints a tree of the XML files included with the <xi:include> tag in a book, article, or set.
print_unused

prints a list of the XML files not included with the <xi : include>tag in a book, article, or
set.

publican print_unused_images

prints a list of the image files not referenced by an <imagedata> tag in a book, article, or
set.

remove_book

removes a document from a documentation website. Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website
with Publican for details.

rename
renames a Publican book.
site_stats
generates a site report for a documentation website.
update_po

updates the portable object (PO) files. Refer to Section 4.6, "Preparing a document for
translation” for more detail.

update_pot

updates the portable object template (POT) files. Refer to Section 4.6, "Preparing a document
for translation” for more detail.

update_site

updates the templated content of the documentation website. Refer to Chapter 7, Building a
website with Publican for details.
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Chapter 4. Creating a document

This chapter describes creating books and articles: the main configuration files, example document
files, and how to build a document.

Usethe $ publican create command to create a new document, including all the necessary files
for the document.

The $ publican create command accepts several options, detailed in this chapter. When an
option can accept a value, separate the option from the value with a space or an equals sign; for
example, publican create --name New_Book orpublican create --name=New_BooKk.

--help
printalistofall $ publican create command options.
--name Doc_Name

set Doc_Name as the name of the book or article. This variable must not contain any
spaces. For example, thecommand $ create_book --name Test_Book creates a
book named Test_Book with all the necessary files to build the book, and sets the BOOKID
inthe Test_Book. entfile.

--lang Language_Code

set Language Code as the language code of the language in which the book or article will
be authored. If you do not specify a language code, Publican defaults to en-US (American
English). The - -1ang option sets the xm1_1lang in the publican. cfg file and creates a
directory with this name in the document directory. When initially created, this directory
contains some boilerplate XML files. Refer to Section 4.1.1, “The publican.cfg file” for more

detail on language codes.
--version version

set version as the version number of the product that the book describes. For example, for
Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5.1 you would use 5. 1. The default versionis @ .1. The - -
version option sets the <productnumber>tag in the Book_Info.xml or

--edition edition

set edition as the edition number of the book. This number indicates to users when a new
edition of the book is released. The initial general availability (GA) release of the book should
be edition 1. 0. The defaultvalueis 0. The --edition option sets the <edition>tag in
the Book_Info.xml or Article_Info.xml file. For more information refer to

--product Product_Name

set Product_Name as the name of the product that the book describes. This variable must
not contain any spaces. For example, set this to Fedora for core Fedora documentation,
and the name of the product for other products, for example, Fedora_Directory_Server.
The defaultvalue is Documentation. The - -product option sets the <product name>
tag in the Book_Info. xml file or Article_Info. xml file and the PRODUCT entity in the
Doc_Name . ent file.

--type Article --name Article_Name
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create an article instead of a book. Replace Article_Name with the article name. This variable
must not contain any spaces. The - -type option sets the type in the publican. cfg file.
Refer to Section 4.1.1, “The publican.cfg file” for more information on publican. cfg

parameters.
--type Set --name Set_Name

create a set of documents instead of a book. Replace Set Name with the set name. This
variable must not contain any spaces. The - -type option sets the type in the
publican. cfg file. Refer to Section 4.1.1, “The publican.cfg file” for more information on

--brand brand

set brand as the brand to use to style the output of this document, for example, RedHat,
fedora, JBoss,oVirt, or GIMP. The default value is common, a default brand shipped
with Publican. The - -brand option sets the brand parameter in the publican. cfg file.
Refer to Section 4.1.1, “The publican.cfg file” for more information on publican. cfg

parameters. This option requires the appropriate Publican brand package to be installed.
For example, to build Red Hat branded books, you must install the publican-redhat package.
Refer to Section 5.1, “Installing a brand” for instructions on installing brand packages for

Publican. If you do not specify a brand, Publican uses its built-in, default brand. Refer to

Before running the $ publican create command, usethe $ cd command to change into the
directory where you wantthe book to be created. For example, to create a book named Test_Book
in the my_books/ directory, run the following commands:

$ cd my_books/
$ publican create --name Test_Book

To see the results of this command on a computer with a Linux operating system, run the following:
$ 1s

The output should be similar to the following:
Test_Book/

To see the contents of the new Test_Book/ directory on a computer with a Linux operating system,
run the following:

$ cd Test_Book/
$ 1s

The output should be similar to the following:

en-US/ publican.cfg

4.1. Files in the book directory

If you run thecommand $ publican create --name Test _Book --lang en-US, Publican
creates a directory structure and required files, similar to the following:
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publican.cfg

en-US (directory)
Test_Book.xml
Test_Book.ent
Revision_History. xml
Preface. xml
Chapter. xml
Book_Info.xml
Author_Group. xml
images (directory)

icon.svg

4.1.1. The publican.cfg file

. Note — Customizing output

If you maintain multiple versions of a document, you can create a configuration file for each
version. When building or packaging the document, you can use the --config to specify a
configuration file other than the publican. cfg file and therefore a different set of parameters
to use in a particular build. For example:

$ publican build --formats html,pdf --langs en-US,de-DE,hu-HU --
config community.cfg

The publican. cfg file configures build options, and is located in the root of the book directory.
The following is an example publican. cfg file, with a description of publican. cfg parameters
following afterwards:

# Config::Simple 4.59
# Wed Jul 18 13:00:40 2012

xml_lang: "en-us"
type: Book
brand: common

Default parameters
xml_lang

snecifies the lanaiiane nf the sotirce XMl files for examnle en-US as sethvthe --1Tana
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option for $ publican create.

type

specifies the type of document — a DocBook <article>, DocBook <book>, or DocBook
<set>, as set by the - -type option for $ publican create.

brand

sets the brand of the document, for example, RedHat, fedora, JBoss,oVirtor GIMP , as
set by the - -brand option for $ publican create. If you do not specify a brand,

Advanced parameters

arch

filters output by computer architecture. For example, if you setarch: x86_64 in the
publican. cfg file, Publican will only include XML elements tagged with the equivalent
attribute, such as <para arch="x86_64">.

Use with caution

As with conditional tagging more generally, arch can cause great difficulties when
translating documents. Refer to Section 4.9.1, “Conditional tagging and translation”

for an explanation of the issues.
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arch set for root nodes

If the root node of an XML file is excluded by the arch attribute, your document will
not build, because empty files are not valid XML. For example, if
Installation_and_configuration-PPC.xml contains a single chapter:

<?xml version='1.0' encoding='utf-8' ?>

<!DOCTYPE chapter PUBLIC "-//0ASIS//DTD DocBook XML
V4.5//EN" "http://www.o0asis-
open.org/docbook/xml/4.5/docbookx.dtd" [

1>

<chapter id="chap-Installation_and_configuration_on_PowerPC"
arch="PowerPC">

<title>Installation and configuration on PowerPC</title>

[text of chapter]

</chapter>

and this chapter is included in User_Guide.xml with an <xi:include> tag, the
document will not build with $ condition: x86 setinthe publican. cfg file.

To exclude this chapter, add the arch attribute to the <xi: include>tag in
User _Guide.xml, notto the <chapter>tag in
Installation_and_configuration-PPC. xml.

xrefs and the arch attribute

If an <xref> points to content notincluded in the build due to the arch attribute, the
build will fail. For example, with arch: x86 setin the publican. cfg file, $
publican build --formats=pdf --langs=en-US will fail ifthe book has the
tag <xref linkend="Itanium_installation"> pointingto <section
id="Itanium_installation" arch="IA64">.

books

specifies a space-separated list of books used in a remote set. Refer to Section 6.2,
“Distributed sets” for more information on distributed sets.

brew_dist

specifies the build target to use for building the desktop RPM package in Brew, Red Hat's
|nternal build system. This parameter defaults to docs-5E. Refer to Sectlon 48.2,“The $

information on building RPM packages

bridgehead_in_toc

specifies whether the contents of <bridgehead> elements (free-floating titles) should be
included among other titles (such as section titles and chapter titles) in tables of contents.
To enable this feature, setbridgehead_in_toc: 1. Otherwise, the parameter defaults to

N AnA chuvas danahandsas ArAanaAatinaliidAd in tahlAan Af AAnntAnE~
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chunk _first

controls whether the first section should appear on a new page when rendered in HTML. To
make the first section appear on a new HTML page, set this parameter to chunk_first: 1.
Otherwise, the parameter defaults to 0, and the first section appears on the same page of its
chapter.

chunk_section_depth

controls the section depth at which Publican no longer splits sub-subsections onto a new
page when rendering HTML. By default, this value is setto 4.

Example 4.1. Controlling the section depth with chunk_section_depth
chunk_section_depth: 0

no section split. All sections with their sub-sections appear on the same page
of the chapter they belong. The page succession is chapter 1, chapter 2,
chapter 3, ...

chunk_section_depth: 1

the splitis at "level 1" section. Each level section one with its sub-sections,
appear on a new page. The page succession is chapter1,1.2,1.3,1.4 ...
chapter2,2.1,2.2,2.3 ...

chunk_section_depth: 2

the splitis at "level 2" section. The page succession is chapter 1,1.2,1.2.2,
1.2.3,1.2.4..13,13.2,1.33 ...

chunk_section_depth: 3

the splitis at "level 3" section. The page succession is chapter 1,1.2,1.2.2,
1.2.2.2,12.23,1.22.4...13,1.3.2,1.3.2.2,1.3.2.3 ...

chunk_section_depth: 4 (default)

the splitis at "level 4" section. The page succession is chapter 1,1.2,1.2.2,
1.2.2.2,12.2.2.2,12.2.23,12.22.4...1.2.3,1.2.3.2,1.2.3.2.2,1.2.3.2.3 ...

classpath

sets the path to the Java archive (jar) files for FOP. Publican relies on Apache FOP —a
Java application — to render documents as PDF files. The default path for FOP's jar files
on a computer with a Linux operating systemis: /usr/share/java/ant/ant-trax-
1.7.0.jar:/usr/share/java/xmlgraphics-

commons. jar: /usr/share/java/batik-all. jar: /usr/share/java/xml -
commons-apis. jar: /usr/share/java/xml-commons-apis-ext. jar

common_config

sets the path to the Publican installation. The default location on a computer with a Linux
operating systemis /usr/share/publican. On a computer with a Windows operating
system, the default location is %SystemDrive%/%ProgramFiles%/publican — most
usuallyC: /Program Files/publican.

common_content
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sets the path to the Publican common content files. These files provide default formatting,
plus some boilerplate text and generic graphics. The default location on a computer with a
Linux operating systemis /usr/share/publican/Common_Content. On a computer
with a Windows operating system, the default location is
%SystemDrive%/%ProgramFiles%/publican/Common_Content — mostusually
C:/Program Files/publican/Common_Content.

condition

Root nodes and conditional tagging

If the root node of an XML file is excluded with a conditional, your document will not
build, because empty files are not valid XML. For example, if
Installation_and_configuration_on_Fedora.xml contains a single
chapter:

<?xml version='1.0' encoding='utf-8' ?>

<!DOCTYPE chapter PUBLIC "-//0ASIS//DTD DocBook XML
V4.5//EN" "http://www.o0asis-
open.org/docbook/xml/4.5/docbookx.dtd" [

1>

<chapter id="chap-Installation_and_configuration_on_Fedora"
condition="Fedora'">

<title>Installation and configuration on Fedora</title>

[text of chapter]

</chapter>

and this chapter is included in User_Guide.xml with an <xi:include> tag, the
document will not build with $ condition: Ubuntu setin the publican. cfg
file.

To exclude this chapter, add a condition to the <xi:include>tag in
User _Guide.xml, notto the <chapter>tag in
Installation_and_configuration_on_Fedora.xml.

xrefs and conditional tagging

If an <xref> points to content notincluded in the build due to conditional tagging,
the build will fail. For example, with $ condition: upstream setin the
publican. cfg file, $ publican build --formats=pdf --langs=en-US
will fail if the book has the tag <xref linkend="betasection"> pointing to
<section id="betasection" condition="beta">.

confidential
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marks a document as confidential. When this parameter is setto 1, Publican adds the text
specified by the confidential_ text parameter (by default, CONFIDENTIAL) to the foot
of each HTML page and the head of every page in a PDF document. The default value is 0
(no header or footer).

confidential_ text

specifies the text to use when the confidential parameter is setto 1. The default textis
CONFIDENTIAL.

debug

controls whether Publican should display debugging messages as it works. When set to
its default of @, Publican does not display debugging messages. Change this valueto 1 to
view these messages.

def_lang

sets the default language for a Publican-managed website. Tables of contents for
languages other than the default language will link to documents in the default language
when translations are not available. Refer to Section 4.8, “Packaging a document”.

doc_url

provides a URL for the documentation team for this package. In HTML output, Publican
links to this URL at the top right of each page, through the image_right. png imagein
the Common_Content/images directory for the brand. This parameter defaults to
https://fedorahosted.org/publican

docname

specifies the document name. If set, this value overrides the content of the <title>tag in
the Book_Info.xml file when you package a document. This value must contain only
upper- and lower-case un-accented letters, digits, and the underscore and space
characters (‘a-z’, ‘A-Z’,'0'='9’,and ‘_"and ‘).

dt_obsoletes
a package that a desktop package obsoletes.
dt_requires

a package that the desktop package requires, for example, a documentation menu
package. Refer to Section 4.8.1.3, “Desktop menu entries for documents”.

dtdver

specifies the version of the DocBook XML Document Type Definition (DTD) on which this
projectis based. Publican defaults to version 4.5. The specification for DocBook XML
DTD version 4.5 is available from http://www.docbook.org/specs/docbook-4.5-spec.html.
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A different DTD might slow your build

When you install Publican, you also install a local copy of the DocBook XML DTD
version 4.5 and accompanying Extensible Stylesheet Language (XSL). If you set a
version of the DTD for which there is no local support, Publican must download the
appropriate DTD and XSL from an online source every time that it builds the
document. Building your document is delayed while this download takes place. The
combined size of the required files is around 70 MB.

dtd_type

Override Type for DocType. Must be a complete string.

This parameter is only permitted in a brand.

dtd _uri

Override URI for DocType. Must be a complete string.

This parameter is only permitted in a brand.

ec_1id

sets the ID for an Eclipse help plugin. Every Eclipse help plugin must have a unique ID,
and these generally follow Java package naming conventions — refer to

sets the ID to org.product.docname. The ID that you set here also determines the directory
name for this plugin in the plugin directory.

ec_name

sets the name of an Eclipse help plugin. This is the human-readable name visible in the
help listin Eclipse. This name does not need to be unique or to follow a special
convention. By default, Publican sets the name to product dochame.

ec_provider

sets the provider name for an Eclipse help plugin. This should be your name, or the name
of your project or organization. This name is presented to users and does notneed to be
unique or follow a special convention. By default, Publican sets the provider name to
Publican-Publican version.

edition

specifies the edition number for this document. If set, this value overrides the content of the
<edition>tag in the Book _Info.xml file when you package a document. This value
mustinclude only digits and the period (‘0'—'9" and *.").
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extras_dir

the directory Publican will process extra files from. (Default: extras)
footer

specifies content that will be injected into the bottom of every page on the site.
generate_section_toc_level

controls the section depth at which Publican will generate a table of contents. At the
default value of ®, Publican will generate tables of contents at the start of the document
and in parts, chapters, and appendixes, but notin sections. If (for example) the value is set
to 1, tables of contents also appear in each "level 1" section, such as sections 1.1, 1.2, 2.1,
and 2.2. If setto 2, tables of contents also appear in "level 2" sections, such as sections
1.1.1,1.1.2,and 1.2.1.

Example 4.2. Setting the section depth at which tables of contents appear
generate_section_toc_level: 0 (default)

Publican will generate tables of contents at the start of the document and in
parts, chapters, and appendixes, but notin sections.

generate_section_toc_level: 1

Publican will generate tables of contents also at the start of each "level 1"
section, such as sections 1.1,1.2 ... 2.1,2.2 ...

generate_section_toc_level: 2

Publican will generate tables of contents also at the start of each "level 2"
section, such as as sections 1.1.1,1.1.2.1.1.3 ... 1.2.1.,1.2.2,1.2.3 ...

ignored translations

specifies translations to ignore as comma-separated XML language codes; for example,
es-ES,it-IT. Ifyou build or package a book for a language filtered by this parameter,
Publican ignores any translations that exist for this language, and builds or packages the

the directory Publican will process images from. (Default: images)
info_file

overrides the default Info file. Specifies where Publican looks for info fields. Use the full
filename without the path.

license

specifies the license this package uses. By default, Publican selects the GNU Free
Documentation License (GFDL). Refer to Section 4.8, “Packaging a document”.

max_image_width

specifies the maximum width allowable for images in the documentin pixels. By default,
Publican scales down any images wider than 444 pixels so that they fit within this limit.
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Keeping images no wider than 444 pixels ensures that they present no wider than the right-
hand margin of the text in HTML output and that they fit within the pages of PDF output.
Refer to Section 4.2, “Adding images” for more information on using images.

Important — 444 pixels is the maximum safe width

Do notuse the max_image_width parameter if your images contain important
information. Images wider than 444 pixels presented at their full size might lead to
poorly presented HTML and to PDF outputthatitis unusable because the images
have run off the page and are incomplete.

Conversely, images wider than 444 pixels that are scaled down in a web browser to fit
the HTML container orin a PDF viewer to for a page lose quality.

To safeguard the quality of your images, crop them or scale them so that they are no
wider than 444 pixels before you include them in a document.

mainfile

specifies the name of the XML file in your document that contains the root XML node
<article>, <book>, or <set>, and the name of the corresponding . ent file that contains
the document's entities. For example, if you setmainfile: master, Publican looks for
theroot XML node in master. xml and the document entities in master. ent.

Ifmainfile is notset, Publican looks for the root XML node in a file that matches the
<title> ofthe documentsetin the Article_Info.xml, Book _Info.xml, or
Set_Info.xml file, and looks for the document entities in a file with a corresponding
name.

menu_category

the desktop menu category (as defined by a corresponding . menu file) in which a
document should appear when installed from a desktop RPM package. Refer to
Section 4.8.1.3, “Desktop menu entries for documents”.

specifies the operating system for which to build packages. Publican appends the value
thatyou provide here to the RPM packages that it builds. For example, . fc15 for

Fedora 15. The defaultvalue is . €15, which signifies Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5 and
operating systems derived from it. Refer to Section 4.8, “Packaging a document” and
Section 5.4 “Packaging & brandr, R

prod_url

provides a URL for the product to which this document applies. In HTML output, Publican
links to this URL atthe top left of each page, through the image_left. png image in the
Common_Content/images directory for the brand. This parameter defaults to
https://fedorahosted.org/publican.

product

specifies the product to which this documentation applies. If set, this value overrides the
content of the <productname> tag in the Book_Info . xml file when you package a
document. This value mustinclude only contain upper- and lower-case un-accented letters,
digits, and the underscore and space characters (‘a-z’, ‘A-Z’,‘0'='9’,and ‘ "and ‘).
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release

specifies the release number of this package. If set, this value overrides the value of
<pubsnumber>in the Book_Info. xml file when you package a document. This value
must include only digits (‘0'—'9").

repo

specifies the repository from which to fetch remote books that form part of a distributed set.
Refer to Section 6.2, “Distributed sets”.

rev_file

override the default Revision History file. Specifies where Publican looks for revision fields.
Use the full filename without the path. When combined with the Publican action
add_revision, it enables you to build a book withouta Revision_History.xml.

scm

specifies the version control (or source code management) system used in the repository in
that stores the remote books in a distributed set. At present, Publican can use only

show_remarks

controls whether to display DocBook <remark>s in transformed output. By default, this
valueis setto @, which causes Publican to hide remarks. Set this value to 1 to display
remarks. In Publican's common brand, displayed remarks are highlighted in magenta.

sort_order

override the default sort weighting for books in a Publican website. Books are displayed
on the website in descending sort order. For example, a book with sort order 10 appears
before a book with sort order 5. By default, this value is set to 50.

src_url

specifies the URL at which to find tarballs of source files. This parameter provides the
Source: field in the header of an RPM spec file. Refer to Section 4.8, “Packaging a

specifies the directory for Publican output. By default, this is setto tmp, which creates a
directory named tmp inside the directory that holds your article or book.

tmpl_path

specifies the path to Publican templates. By default, this is set to
/usr/share/publican/templates.

toc_js

allows a site to override the template used when building the embedded toc using in
web_style=1 sites. The template must be in the same directory that toc. tmpl isin. The
template name must be must be of the form toc_type+.tmpl

toc_type

specifies the name of a custom TOC template. By default, Publican looks for
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toc-$toc_type. tmpl in /usr/share/publican/templates. You can override this by
setting an alternative path with tmpl_path.

toc_section_depth

controls the depth of sections that Publican includes in the main table of contents. By
default, this value is set to 2. With the default setting, sections 1.1 and 1.1.1 will appear in
the main table of contents, but section 1.1.1.1 will not. (Note that the first digitin these
examples represents a chapter, not a section).

Example 4.3. Controlling the depth of sections in the main table of contents
toc_section_depth: 0
Publican will generate a main table of contents only for chapters.
toc_section_depth:1

Publican will generate a main table of contents only for chapters and "level 1"
sections,suchas1,1.1,1.2,1.3 ... 9,9.1,9.2 ... butnotfor sections 1.1.1,1.1.2

toc_section_depth: 2 (default)

Publican will generate tables of contents for chapters and "level 1 and "level
2" sections,suchas 1,1.1,1.1.1, ... 1,2,1.2.1,1.2.2 ... butnotfor deeper
sections X.X.X.X .

version

specifies the version number of that product to which this document applies. If set, this
value overrides the content of the <productnumber> tag in the Book_Info. xml file when
you package a document. This value mustinclude only digits and the period (‘0'—'9’ and

).
web_brew_dist

specifies the brew build target to use for building the web RPM packages. Brew is the
internal build system used by Red Hat. By default, this value is setto docs-5E,
representing documentation packages for Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5. Refer to Section 4.8,

web_formats

a comma-separated list of formats to include in the web RPM package. Refer to
Section 4.8.2,“The $ publican package command”.

Important — web_home is deprecated

In Publican 2.2, web_home is replaced by web_type: home. Support for
web_home will be removed in a future version of Publican.
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web_name_label

overrides the book name as itappears on the menu of a Publican-managed website. Refer
to Chapter 7, Building a website with Publican.

web_obsoletes

specifies packages thatthe web RPM obsoletes. Refer to Section 4.8, “Packaging a
document

web_product_label

overrides the product name as it appears on the menu of a Publican-managed website.
Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website with Publican.

web_style

sets the web style, which determines the layout and presentation of the website. Valid values
are 1 and 2. Style 1 features a navigation pane at the left side of the screen that provides
access to all of the documents on the site. Style 2 offers a breadcrumb-like navigation
system.

web_type

specifies that the document is descriptive content for a Publican-managed website rather
than product documentation. This contentincludes the home page of the website
(web_type: home), product description pages (web_type: product), and version
description pages (web_type: version). Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website with
Publcan. T

web_version_ label

overrides the version number as it appears on the menu of a Publican-managed website.
Set this value to UNUSED for general documentation that does not apply to any particular
version of a product. Refer to Chapter 7, Building a website with Publican.

wkhtmltopdf_opts

Extra options to pass to wkhtmiltopdf. e.g. wkhtmltopdf_opts: "-0 landscape -
s A3"

Help from the command line

Run the $ publican help_config command in the root directory of a book for a
summary of these parameters.

4.1.2. Book Info.xml

Article Info.xml and set Info.xml

This description of the Book_Info . xml file applies to Article_Info.xml and
Set_Info.xml files too. However, for the sake of simplicity, the file is referred to as
Book_Info.xml throughoutthis section.

33



Publican 3.2 Users' Guide

Packages other than RPM packages

This section discusses packaging documents for distribution through the RPM Package
Manager. However, when you use the $ publican package command, Publican
generates a tarball that you can use to build a package to distribute through different package
manager software. If you run publican package on a computer on which rpmbuild is not
installed, Publican still generates the tarball, even though it cannot then generate an RPM
package from that tarball.

The Book_Info. xml file contains the key metadata concerning a book: the book's ID; title; subtitle;
author and edition number. It also contains the name and version of the product thatis documented,
and an abstract.

Aside from constituting much of a book's front matter, this metadata is also used when building
books as RPM packages. Usually, if you distribute a book as an RPM package, several of the tags
included by defaultin Book_Info.xml musthave appropriate data within them, and that data must
conform to the requirements of the RPM format. You can override the data in these tags by using
equivalentfields in the publican. cfg file, as discussed in this section.

Unless overridden in the publican. cfg file, data from seven of the default tags in
Book_Info.xml is required to build books <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>